Proposed Bylaw Revisions

Shall the Bylaws of the West Seattle Soccer Club be amended to allow changes to the established Board of Directors (BOD)?  

Specifically, shall the number of Commissioners elected to the BOD increase from five (5) to six (6) Commissioners effective TBA March 2009, and shall the Term of Office for the Commissioners be changed from one (1) year terms to two (2) year terms.  Three (3) Commissioners would be elected in odd years and three (3) Commissioners would be elected in even years.

Reason for Change –

· Promote continuity and consistency on the elected board by reducing the potential turnover of board positions in any given year.

Relevant Passages 
WSSC Bylaws and Constitution (Revised 3-11-2008)

ARTICLE 3: Administration

The administration of the WSSC shall be vested in an elected body known as the Board of Directors. The Board shall consist of a President, Vice President of Administration, Vice President of Coaches, Vice President of Players, Secretary, Treasurer and five (5) Commissioners.

All members of the Board shall have a vote. The President shall vote when necessary to break a tie or to provide a quorum (see ARTICLE 6).

The WSSC shall operate as a non-profit organization, and its accounting records shall be subjected to an audit from time to time at the discretion of the board.

ARTICLE 8: Elected Members’ Term of Office

Each Board member shall be elected for a two (2) year term, except for Commissioners who shall be elected for one (1) year terms. The term of office shall commence on March1st and terminate on the last day of the following February.

The following board officers will be elected in odd years:

• President

• Vice President of Players

• Secretary

• (3) Commissioners

The following board officers will be elected in even years:

• Vice President of Administration

• Vice President of Coaches

• Treasurer

• (3) Commissioners

A Board member may be removed from his elected office by a majority vote of the Board in accordance with ARTICLE 6. The questioned member shall be given the opportunity to be present.

Removal from office shall only be for misconduct or failure to perform satisfactorily. The Board shall elect a replacement within thirty (30) days.

ARTICLE 12: Amendments of Changes

Amendments for changes to the Constitution and or By-laws must be approved by a majority vote of the WSSC members present at a general membership meeting.

Proposed amendments or changes will be available for review at least thirty (30) days prior to the general membership meeting at which time such amendments or changes are to be considered for approval and voted upon.

Commissioners (5)
Commissioners are voting members of the Board of Directors with the duties and responsibilities determined by the President.

The Commissioners should be responsible for designated activities. These may include, but are not limited to: fields and games, equipment, registration, publicity, sponsors and referees.

To administer WSSC activities, the Commissioners may have representatives to supervise one or more of the activities.

Observed Inconsistencies – Technical Revisions

1. WSYSA now WYS (Washington Youth Soccer)

2. Term of Office shall commence on March 1st and terminate on the last day of February (Article 8) – Amend to date of election at AGM

3. Mini Coordinator references updated to Coed U6 and Coed U-07 Coordinator

4. Sponsor references and definition need to be updated.

5. AGM will be held in February each year – see Meetings
6. Team Formation – see Rules and Regulations and reconcile with adopted Assignment Guidelines

Relevant Passages 
WSSC Bylaws and Constitution (Revised 3-11-2008)

II. Rules and Regulations

WSSC operates under a Constitution and By-laws. Because our teams play in various leagues (e.g. HSA, District, etc), those teams must operate under varying league rules and regulations along with WSSC rules and regulations. Coaches must be acquainted with the rules that govern the league in which they play.

Team Formation

1. New players will be assigned to a team with an opening by WSSC.

2. Players must live within West Seattle boundaries or have written permission from the WSSC Club Registrar to play on a WSSC team.

3. Every effort will be made to keep previously formed teams together as a nucleus for the next age division.

4. Coaches should be very careful when considering transfers and never approach a player from another team. This practice is forbidden by WSSC. (See the Coaches

Code of Ethics.)

5. Players must play in their age group as defined by WSYSA Rules. At the discretion of the WSSC Board, a player may play in an age group “above” (older than) their league-defined age group. Players are not permitted to play in an age group “below” (younger than) their league defined age group.
WSSC Website

Player Registration and Assignment Guidelines

The Open Registration Period for Fall 2009 Season is:

· June 1 to June 30, for U-8 to U-18 age groups

· June 1 to August 15, for Coed U-7 age group

Once the Open Registration Period ends, player registrations will only be accepted on a space-available basis.

Player Registration Guidelines

Players will be registered online by their parent or guardian during the registration period determined by the WSSC Board.

· Registration via paper documents may be permitted at the discretion of the WSSC board of directors.

· Registration by a coach or any person other than the parent or legal guardian of the player is specifically prohibited.

Player registration is not complete until full payment has been made and all required paperwork has been submitted and approved.

· Proof of Age  - (WYS accepted documentation)

· Player Contract

· Parent/Guardian Contract

Player registration does not guarantee assignment to a team roster.

· If we do not assign your player to the roster of a WSSC team for any reason, we will promptly refund all paid fees associated with registration for that season.

Players may only register for their league age group.

· Player requests to play above their league age group (refer to age chart on Registration Overview page) must be submitted in writing to the WSSC board of directors by the parent or legal guardian of the player and will be evaluated for approval on a case-by-case basis. Required at the time of request are player’s name, date of birth and reason behind the special request. Also include, if known, the coach you are requesting, and whether that coach is aware of your request.

Players may only participate on one WYS team during any season.

· No player shall be allowed to register or participate simultaneously on more than one Washington Youth Soccer (WYS) registered team during the same season.

· Examples include but are not limited to:  All Highline Soccer Association (HSA) club teams including HPFC Development, Select, or Premier teams. All Seattle Youth Soccer Association (SYSA) club teams including Emerald City Select and Premier teams.

· Players may participate concurrently in non-WYS leagues such as: CYO, Indoor Soccer (Starfire Sports, Arena Sports), YMCA, and US Club Soccer.

Player scholarships will be considered on a case-by-case basis based on a demonstrated financial need.

· Scholarship requests may be granted at the discretion of the WSSC board of directors.

· It is the goal of the West Seattle Soccer Club and its members to provide access to our programs to eligible players regardless of financial means.

· Requests for full or partial scholarships must be made in writing to the WSSC board of directors by the parent or legal guardian of the participant requesting the scholarship, and will be evaluated for approval on a case-by-case basis.

· The WSSC board reserves the right to deny scholarship requests for any reason. 

Player Assignment Guidelines

The following provisions apply to RETURNING players

Returning players from the preceding Fall Season will be assigned to the roster of their former teams IF all of the following conditions are met:

· Registration is completed during the Open Registration Period specified by the WSSC board of directors.

· Alternate team placement is not requested or is not granted.

· Player is participating on a team in their league age group

· If the player is not participating in their league age group, the player receives both coach and board approval to "play up."

Player assignments are subject to change at the discretion of the WSSC Board.

· Registered players will be placed on teams in accordance with all of the terms and conditions set forth in the WSSC Constitution and Bylaws and consistent with all WYS rules and regulations.

· Registration does NOT guarantee placement with a specific coach, team, or group of players.

Team change requests require board approval.

· Requests to CHANGE teams must be submitted in writing to the WSSC board of directors during the Open Registration Period and will be on a case-by-case basis.

· When giving the request, please be sure to include players name, date of birth, as well as information to support why you are making the request. If you are requesting a specific coach, please be sure to include his/her name and whether you have contacted that coach about your request.

The following provisions apply to NEW players

Players will be assigned to teams based on available space, requests made by player/parent, and coach recommendation or preference.  

Registration guidance concerning participation within the player's league age group

The West Seattle Soccer Club offers multiple levels of play, separated by gender (with the exception of our Coed U-7 age group), to meet the needs of our diverse player skill sets and to keep play safe for our participants. Our recommendation is for players to follow the natural age progression set by Washington Youth Soccer (see Registration Overview page for the age chart). Some players may decide that they want an extra competitive challenge from their current age group. Player requests to play above their age group must be submitted in writing to the WSSC board of directors and will be approved on a case-by-case basis. When giving the request, please be sure to include players name, date of birth and requested exception to the progression, as well as information to support why you are making the request. If you are requesting a specific coach, please be sure to include his/her name and whether you have contacted that coach about your request.

